TECH » TRAILER REBUILD

If you've ever dreamed about rebuilding
your tired trailer, this is a must read!
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TECH » TRAILER REBUILD

ow many of us have an old boat months ago we made the call to give our trailer

and trailer that has certainly an entire rebuild, rather than sending it to the

seen better days? Years of being scrapheap (where it wouldn't have looked

submerged in salt water, towed entirely out of place)!

over corrugations and bashed We began our research and quickly found out
around eventually take their toll on our trailers that complete rebuilds aren't too hard, and they're
and leave looking much worse for wear. much cheaper than buying another trailer.

Over 15 years ago Shaun and | bought a little With that in mind we set aside a weekend and
Quintrex Dory and trailer combo, andit's given got to work, transforming a trailer that was well
us hundreds of trouble free hours. We've towed and truly onits last legs into a beast that'll serve us
the little workhorse up and down the east coast wellfor another 15 years!
in search of fish, and it's never missed a beat. Over the next few issues of MB we'llbe
And this is despite seeing its fair share of beach featuring that rebuild in detail with the hope that
launches and journeys over dirt roads. itinspires you to pull out the tools and transform

As you can tell by the photos, however, your tired old trailers into something to be proud of
years of use eventually took their toll. A few at the boat ramp.

TRAILER PREPARATION

‘\\ The suspension, axle and wheel assembly
should be able to be removed in one complete unit.
Simply remove the bolts which hold the leaf spring
in place and the whole unit should slide right out.
Be sure to have a spare pair of hands as the bigger
trailers have some weight about them.

" have new hardware at’
he ready (stainless steel!

ﬁ Before: You can see how much rust was on the trailer, meaning that very few parts were salvageable.

The first step in any major rebuild like this full rebuild as this would ensure no corners
is to thoroughly prepare the trailer for the were cut, and the entire trailer would then
work you're going to be doing. This includes look and feel like new.

inspecting each part and identifying what Only the original frame remains as this was
needs to be replaced and what doesn't. the one component of the trailer that hadn't
Ours had seen alot of use so we opted for a taken serious damage.

CCyye began our research and
quickly found out that complete
rebuilds aren’t too hard, and
they’re much cheaper than

buying another trailer 99

102 www.modernboating.com.au



STRIPPING THE TRAILER

v Before you think about slapping some paint on, take time preparing the surface as preparation is the key to a

great job. Grab some safety glasses, an air gun and a can of grease and wax remover, run the air over the frame
then simply wipe over with the grease and wax remover.

ﬁ If your trailer has been
around for awhile, more than
likely it has accumulated
some rust. Give all nuts

and bolts a good dousing

of WD40 a couple of hours
beforehand or even soak
overnight.

(( The suspension, axle
and wheel assembly should
be able to be removed in
one complete unit. Simply
remove the bolts which hold
the leaf spring in place and
the whole unit should slide
right out. Be sure to have a
spare pair of hands as the
bigger trailers have some
weight about them.
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OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN WITH THE NEW

Now forthe easy part — applying the paint. 'm using Rust Guard as the primer. The

simplest way to apply this is by using a small roller to achieve an even coat.
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There’s nothing better than getting  v’Automatically monitors and

out on t?e V\F]ater - excfepEc knolwin releases the correct charge
you're safe when you're far fromland.  v/Reverse polarity protected, e :
The GTEK M100 keeps your 12V marine short-circuit proof, spark free I Bambr'dge

batteries optimally charged between  vExtends battery life to save
uses, with no risk of overcharging.
Just plug in and walk away. you money

Bainbridge Technologies :: Ph 130022 46 83 :: www.baintech.com.au/m100mf :: 1224 Lytton Rd Hemmant QLD 4174
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OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN WITH THE NEW

b’ ARK had all the parts we needed for our rebuild. It's
agood idea to buy all of your parts from the same place
when doing a rebuild of this size

€ Time to turn this frame back into a boat trailer. 'm
starting with the leaf springs as this will give me the
best chance to make sure that everything is square.
Simply slide the rear into the box section then bolt the
front up with a nylock nut.

What makes Tohatsu outboards different? While other manufacturers focus on building higher
horsepower engines, at Tohatsu our focus has always been on building the most reliable engines.

huge i a L boards
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OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN WITH THE NEW

Yo properly align the axle you will need to pick a
point on the axle to measure from. | went with the
outside edge of the leaf spring. Run a tape from here
to the end of the axle and record measurement. If
both sides have the same measurement, the axle is
aligned. If not, adjust until they're the same.

A With the leaf springs in place, you now can align the axle. First place the 5-hole galv plate, then the
U-bolts. Now slide the axle through and roughly centreit. Tighten the nuts up but leave aninch gap between
the leaf spring and the axle to accommodate the axle locating plate.

Don't miss the spring issue of
Modern Boating as we tackle A

#\ The new leaf springs will easily slide into position if the
the second stage of the

trail build! trailer has been prepped properly
railer rebuild!

L Modern Boating would like to thank ARK
for sponsoring the trailer rebuild.

To find the right parts for your own
project visit www.arkcorporation.com

A Once the axleis aligned, tack weld the leaf spring locator to the axle. Remove the axle and weld the
locators all the way around — be sure to spray the weld with Killrust. Reinstall the axle and tighten all nuts.
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